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By the Author of 85 


IJTbe Duties of the Cloſet. 
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A verſe may find him who a Sermon flies, 
And turn Delight into a Sacrifice. 
Herbert's Poems: 
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The Duties of the Cloſet. The Second Edition. Price 3 d. or 205. a Hundred 
to 2 who give —_ _—_ 8 
' An Anatomy of Atheiſm : A Poem. the Author of The Duties of the Cloſer. 
The Second Edition. Price 3 d. or 20 9 Hundred. | f yer 
A Sermon Preach'd before the King, on Job 5. 12. 40. Price 6d. 
A Sermon before the Lord Mayor, on Prov, 14. 34. 470. Price 6d. 
Chriſtianity beſt Propagated by the good Lives 7 Chiſtians. A Sermon Preach'd 
at St. Mary-le-Bow, on Mat. 5. 16. 44. Price 6 d. 
. Theſe by the Regerend Sir William Dawes Baronet, D. D. and Chaplain in Or- 
inary to bis Ya feſty.  -- i 
Converſation in Haven, in two Parts. Being Devotions conſiſting of Medi- 
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epen- 


tion of Time. On th: Folly and Danger of deferring 


tance. On the Nalignity and Evil Nature of Sin. On Watchfulneſs againſt Sin | 


and Temptations. Againſt the Siu of Pride. Againſt the Sin of Unchaſtity, A- 
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Neighbour. On Improvement in Grace. On Death, Ou the Laſt Judgment. on 
Heaven. On Hell and the Eternity of its Tarments. On Prayer and the Power- 
ful Efficacy thereof. A Perſwaſiye to Patience, and a contented Submiſſion to 
Divine Trovidence under Sickneſs, or any other Agliction ſent from Heaven, A 


Life of Faith. That the Service of God it perfect Freedom. On the Attractrve 
Pleaſures of a good Life. On Purity both of Mind and Body. On the Imitation 
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ſhare of Intellectua 


To the Honourable 


Sir GEORGE DARCY, Bar. 


Dear Sir, 


both here and hereafter, engageth me to 

do all that is in my power for the pro- 

motion both of your Spiritual and Temporal In- 
tereſt, It has pleaſed God to give you a fair 
Portion of Worldly Goods, and a very Jarge 
2 whereby you 

are put into a Capacity of providing for your 


. j T HE great delice I have to ſee you happy 


ſelf both in this World and that which is to 
come. Your only care therefore muſt be to em- 


ploy theſe good Gifts of God to his Glory, and 
the Salvation of your own Immortal Soul, 
"Tis Religion only, Dear Sir, which can car- 


{ry you ſafe through this Valley of Tears, and 


can at laſt advance you into that place where all 
Tears ſhall be wip'd from your Eyes. Tis this 
alone which will make you the love of Men and 
Angels, nay, and what is infinitely more va- 
luable, of God himſelf. In fine, it is this alone 
which can make this preſent Life eaſie and plea- 

| A 2 {ant, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſant, and ſecure you from Eternal Miſery in a IT. 
Life after this. W. 
Let Religion therefore, Dear Sir, be your firſt I pl 
and early care, that ſo you may be wiſe betimes, if 
and avoid thoſe Follies which too commonly at- F th 
tend the young Gentlemen of this Age. You an 
are juſt now entring upon that vaſt Stage the | 
World, you have Good and Evil ſet before you, ca 
| and the Eyes of all Men are upon you, to ſec | be 
what manner of Choice you will make. Your Þ ha 
preſent and future Happineſs is at ſtake, and } F: 
therefore it highly concerns you to make ſuch a F In 
Choice as you may never hereafter have cauſe ] G. 
£0 repent of. In 
You have had the advantage of a Sober and} _ 
Religious Education from your very Cradle, I 
and the Examples of as good Parents as ever a- ni 
ny Child was bleſt with. Your Deccas'd Fa- gi 
| ther, whoſe Memory will live as long as Piety G. 
= and Vertue are Sacred here on Earth, was an} us 
admirable Pattern of unblemiſh'd Goodneſs : be 
And your Excellent Mother is till, God be 
thanked, a Living Pattern of all that is Vertu-J ce 
ous and Praiſe-worthy. to 
f What then will you be able to ſay for your} tel 
= felt, if you degenerate from ſuch Worthy Proge- . 
nitors? What excules will you be able to make} th 
even to this World, if you deceive their ex- ou 
2 by becoming the Unworthy Son of | A. 
Two ſuch Incomparable Parents? But, Ales . 
ere 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
There is {t1il a Queſtion which is infinitely more 
weighty, and that is, What will you be able to 
plead tor your {elf at the great Day of Judgment, 
if you have behav'd your felt ſo wickediy here, 
that even your Father and Mother muſt riſe up 
and condemn you ? 

But I am-perſwaded better things of you, and 
cannot give my felt leave to think you will ever 
be a Diſgrace to your Worthy Family. You 
have hitherto given us great hopes of ſceing your 
Father again alive in you. I beſcech God of his 
Infinite Mercy to preſerve you in all Vertue and 
Goodnels, and to make you a Great and Glorious 
Inſtrument of doing good here on Earth. 

Having told you that Religion is the greateſt 
wiſdom, or, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, the begin- 
ning of wiſdom, I muſt now tell you that the be- 
ginning of all Religion is the acknowledgment of 
God, the owning of a Supreme Power who made 
us and every thing that has been made from the 
beginning of the World out of nothing. _ 

his great and fundamental Truth muſt be ne- 
ceſſarily well eſtabliſh'd in us before we can come 
to any ſuch thing as Religion. For as the Apoſtle 
tells us, He that cometh to God muſt believe that he 
16. You cannot therefore better imploy your time 
than in reading ſuch Treatiſes as ſerve to make 
out this weighty Truth. Such are the preſent 
Arch-Biſhop's Sermon concerning Atheiſm, Dr. 
Berrow's Sermons on the firſt Article of the On 

: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


and Grotius de Veritate Chriſtiane Religionis; any 


one of which Three will ſufficiently ſatisfie any 
unprejudic'd Man who has not made his reaſon a 
Slave to his paſſions. 


After having named theſe y_u Men, I know | 


not how to adviſe you to read the following Po- 
em of my own. I can only recommend it to your 
Reading when you are more inclin'd to read 


Verſe than Proſe, And I begg of you, if you find 


any thing in it that you think well ſaid, not to 
attribute it to me, but to thoſe Great Men whom 
I nam'd but now, whoſe Works I have only tran- 
ſerib'd to their Author's great diſadvantage. 

If this ſmall piece ſhall contribute any thing to- 
wards the confirming you in the belief of a God- 
head, I ſhall think my time well fpent in writing 


it. If not, I ſhall however have this to comfort 


me, that I wrote it with a ſincere deſign to do 


you good, and to perform the Office that I owe 


to you of 


A moſt Faithful Friend 
and Obliged Humble 


Servant. 


THYB | 


| | 
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THE 
PREFACE. 
HE NI 4 his Poo I aefignd to 


bade put all the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith into Verſe, that ſo I might entice thoſe Men to 
lcok upon 4 Book of Poetry, who have not fixedneſs 
and ſolidity enough to conſider the many Excellent 
Treatiſes on this Subject in Proſe. And therefore I 
did intend to make aſe of common and obvious Argu- 
ments, thereby to make each Article as clear and Plain 
as piſſibly I could. 

But conſidering with my ſelf that this weuld be 4 
work of time, and would require great Learning and 
Indaſiry, I began to d:ſpair of ever compaſſing it, and 


therefore reſolved to let this Poem come out into the 


i World by it ſelf, and try its fortune. 


I think I zeed not male any Apology for printing 4 


1 Diſcourſe on this Subject. For if ever any thing of this 


| Nature was neceſſary, it is certainly ſo now, When 


Men are arric'd to that pitch of Impudence and Pro- 
prhaneneſs, that they think it a piece of Wit to deny 


| the Being of a God, and to laugh at that which they 


cannot argue againſt : Or at leaſt, when Men live at 


ſuch a Licentious rate, that we may eafily ſee they are 
| like 


4 
1 
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The Preface. 


lite the Pfakniſt's Fool, and ſay in their hearts, 


Therc is no God. 

T am therefore well {atisfy'd that I made choice of a 
very good Subject, T only wiſh the Poem may be found 
worthy of it, ana ſtrong enough to defend ſo Impor- 
tant a Truth. | | 

Many Reaſons I have for the publiſhing of it, 
which I think it may not be improper here to mention. 

The firſt is this, that there are many Copies of it 
gone abroad which are in danger of being fent to the 
Preſs uncorrected. 

The ſecond is, becauſe ] know nothing of this Na- 
ture extant in our Engliſh Tongue, I mean no par- 
ticular Poem parpoſely wrote on this Subject. 

V laſt and main Reaſon is, becauſe ſome judici- 
ous Men have thought it not altogether unfit to do 
ſome good in the World, | 

If it he well accepted of, and has its deſion'd effect, 
T may perhaps be encouraged to publiſh ſomething elſe 
of the ſame Nature, In the mean while, till I ſee 
what Fortune it has, 


Adieu, 
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8 Who is and was from all Eternity; 

Others more civilly a God diſpute, 

Till by diſputing they themſelves confute; ; 

A Third ſort own they do a God believe, 

But at ſuch random Rates and Methods live, 
That by their Practice they a God defye, | 
And by their Actions give their Tongues the lye: 


Ince ſome with bare-fac'd Impudence "2 Three 


Since theſe, I ſay, ſo numerous are grown © 


And fill the Court, the Country, and the Town, 


1 My pious Muſe inſpie d with Holy Rage 


_ I Theſe dreadful Monſters (ingly ſhall engage, 


1 And, as of old the little Son of Feſſe 
A mighty Gyant did in fight ſuppreſs, 


Strengrhen'd by God whoſe Armour then he wore, 
And whoſe juſt cauſe upon his Sword he bore, © 


8 80, 


Atheiſts 
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So, by the help of that Divinity 
Whom I aſſert, they fooliſhly deny, 
Their Errors I ſo fully ſhall refute 
That I ſhall leave them anſwerleſs and mute. 
The fit And, firſt, for him that raſbly does _ 


ſors con- 


fared The being of the bleſs d Eternal one, 
— Let him but tell me whence the World . 


ef Who made that Lovely, Lordly Creature Man, 
worf of Let him around him gently caſt his Eyes, 

. And gueſs who made the Earth, the Seas,andSkies. 
ne If he be one of that miſguided Tribe 
1 Which toblind chance does all theſe worksaſcribe, 

2 Let him the beauties of this Globe ſurvey, 
The juſt viciflitudes of Night and Day, 
The conſtant motions of the Moon and Sun 
Which in juſt order do their Races run, 
Let him conſider his own wondrous make 
And, for a time, himſelf to pieces take, 
Then ſee how ev*ry Fibre, Vein and Nerve 

Does to its proper ends and ules ſerve, 

How all we eat, and drink, and take for food 


Diſſolves to Chyle and mingles with the blood. 


If all this Leſſon ſtill ſhall prove in vain, 
And he his firſt dull Maxim will maintain, 


= * n * 
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That 
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[3] 
That Atoms moving in a heedleſs dance 
Leap't into this Harmonious form by chance, 
Then let him ſay a beauteous Edifice 
| From Bricks and Stones will of it ſelf ariſe, 
a © That Letters in a bag together ſhook J 
Will make an Uniform, Ingenious poke 
Or that bare Braſs and Steel will jump into a 
m, The Works of Chance are of another kind, 
And like their Cauſe irregular and blind, 
es. Without intention and without deſign, 
And far from being beautiful or fine. | 
de, Since then the Workmanſhip we plainly ſee, 


We muſt infer there muſt a Workman be, 


Thus by the Art the Artiſt we deſcry, =— 
And by the Creature find the Deity. 0 
And ſince the World at firſt was made too fair, 
Too Curious, Excellent and Regular 
To be the Work of blind Contingency, | | 
To what new Covert muſt the Atheiſt fly? 
| The World's Eternity he next muſt take 5 
Por his laſt Refuge and his ſureſt Stake, _— 
d. And by denying that the World was made, 2d. 
# Or that by Art it was in Order laid, 


it B 2 He 
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He thinks to ward off the neceſſny 


Of introdueing here a Deity, ini 1 
Whoſe boundleſs pow'randall.contrividg ought 


1441 


This lovely Fabrick to per ſection brought. 


But here, inſtead of wiping off the Score, 


He's plung'd in deeper than he was before; 
For, far from owning its Eternity, 
We'll ſhow the World in its ficſt infancy, 


And as through various turns and windings led 


We trace the River to the Fountain-head, 
So going backwards ſtill from Man to Man, 
We'll find a time whea we at firſt began. 


Fears 


ſon 


on tbe 


Moſt People own it not Six Thouſand year 
5" b Since firſt this beauteous Fabrick 


did appcar ; 


Egyptian Prieſts held a much longer Date, 


Creed, And reckon'd at a very diff*rent Rate, 


page 
58, 59. 


But they, alas! were full of Forgeries, 
And fam'd for nought but Impudence and Lies; 


vide Chaldeans too made their unjuſt account 
the ſame 


place. 


Beyond the number of our Cent'ries mount, 


But told ſuch groſs Improbabilities, 


That wiſeſt Men them and their Cheats deſpiſe. 


Moſes alone the Sacred Truth did tell, 


And the World's age with faithſulneſs reveal, 
Believ'd 
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Believ'd by all but ſuch as want of Senſe, 
Or obſtinate and hard'ned Impudence 
Has blinded with fo thick a miſt of Night, 
That they ſhall never more behold the light. 
On his account, however I rely, 
As an Exact, Impartial Hiſtory, 
Becauſe Tradiriog does its Faith aſſure, 
And with one common voice proclaims it pure. 
Here may each Man as in a Mirrour, ſee 
His firſt Extraction, and his Pedigree, ; 
And find his wiſh'd for Genealogy. 
Thus then we come to our Original, 
And to the God and Father of us all. 

But, ſince the Atheiſt does this Book diſown, 
He muſt have other proof, or he has none. 
And though our reaſon makes it clear and plain 
This Book does nothing but the Truth contain, 
Wrote by a Man, whoſe juſt Integrity 
Forbids us to ſuſpect he'd write a lye, 


Or tell thoſe things, with Confidence, as true 


Which he perhaps might fancy, never knew, 
Vet againſt Moſes he will till exclaim 


And call his Story a Phantaſtick Dream. 


It 


So ſwift and fierce as not to be withſtood ? 
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If then there was a World, as ſome contend, | I. 
Which never did begin, and ne're will end, 1 
Let them the Records of this World unfold, 1 
In which its mighty actions are enroll'd, 1 
And ſhow, before the time of our Creation, 4 
One Kingdom, Empire, Common- wealth or Nation V 
One Language, Science, Art or Myſtery, 81 
Whoſe firſt Original we can't deſcry. Ic 
But here the Atheiſt leaves us at a ſtand, O 
And bids us ſeek for an unheard of Land, 10 
Without a Guide to tell the certain way, 80 


And keep falſe lights from leading us aſtray. | IT. 
Doubtleſs, faith he, there were in times of yore So 
Of Hiſtories and Records plenteous ſtore, EW 
But theſe to Earthquakes, Floods, and Deluges At 
More frequent Fires, and ſad Contingencies, Te 


Became a dire inevitable prey, Sin 


And with their Authors they were ſnatcht away. Th 
Was there then ever ſuch a Fire or Flood, n 


So gen'ral, and fo full of Cruelty, 

As to leave none to write its Hiſtory, 

If fo, the World was to begin again, 

And that's the ſame as it had never been; 


C 7] 


I, If not, *is ſtrange Tradition ſhould not tell 
! Thoſe Wonders which our Anceſtors befell. 
They who ſurviv'd theſe fad Cataſtrophe's 
Told them, no doubt, to their Poſterities, 
And thus the Hiſtory at firſt begun 
ion Muſt through the Line of long Succeſſion run. 
Suppoſing then what Story did. relate 
In careful Writing, ſubject was to fate, 
Oral Tradition could not wholy fail, 
Unleſs it had been ſtopt by Miracle, 
Some glim'rings ſure we of this World ſhould ſee 
7, | Thro' the dark Vale of long Antiquity, 
orc Some tidings of that World we needs mult have 
Which fell almoſt at once into its Grave, 
iges At leaſt ſome Rite or Cuſtom would remain 
s, To prove that Men have before Adam been, 4 
Since all theſe things are wanting, let's conclude j 
vay. That Adam is our Sire, and we his brood. 
J, And on his Perſon we with caſe. ſhall ſee 
Ihe plain Impreſſions of a Deity. 
1 Beſides, as wiſe Lacretizs well obſerves, 1;4 
The Atheiſt to his own Conviction ſerves, Ir be 
For all his Earthquakes, Floods, and Deluges natuia. 
Frove only that the World corruptive is, 


mW. And 
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And ſince it is decay*d, and waſts ſo-faft, 
This plainly ſhows it has not long to laſt; 
Immortal things Immortal Beauty hold, 
Unchang'd, and ſure of never growing old, 
Whereas the World does almoſt ev'ry day 
Give us freſh Inſtances of its decay, 
Unhappy Naples more than half ofrethrown 
This diſmal Truth unwillingly muſt own. 
And #tna's flames ſbow by their conſtant rage 
The World is come into her lateſt Age. 
Nothing from ruin can her Fabrick ſave, (Grave. 
But nodding now ſhe bends tow'rds her Eternal 
. Thus does the World moſt evidently prove 
The Being of that God who ſits above. 
For ſince from various reaſons we infer 
The World's Nativity as plain and clear, 
By reaſon caſt the Atheiſts quit the Field, 
And that the World is not Eternal yield. 
It not Eternal, then it once was made, 
If made, it certainly a Maker had. 
Now all Men this muſt for an axiom take 
That nothing can it ſelf produce or make, 
For that this contradiction would imply 
At the ſame time to be and not to be. 

Some 


ge 


e. 


[9] 

Some outward cauſe we therefore muſt explore, 
Either of Chance, or an Eternal Pow'r. 
The World's too well proportion'd and deſign'd 
To be the Work of Chance, ill-ſhap'd, and blind. 
God for her Maker ſhe alone will own, 
And throws her ſelf at his Almighty Throne. 

Nor does the World and its harmonious frame Mir. 


cles 4s 


The Being of a God alone proclaim, notber 


But Moſes by his wonder - working Rod 4 Fa | 


Gives us another proof there is a God, 
And each effect ſurpaſſing Nature's Laws 
Bids us look out for a ſuperiour Cauſe ; 
In vain Philoſophers their Wiſdom try, ö 
And ſtretch poor Nature to Extremity, 5 
To make her ſolve each wond'rous Myſtery; 
To Nature's Maſter they muſt often go 
If of Effects they would the Cauſes know. 

How ſtrangely muſt the Atheiſt look to ſee 
The fire renounce its burning quality? 
And things which nat'rally increaſe its rage 


- 


Calm its fierce ſcorchings and its heat aſſwage. 


9 


Yet thus its Nature did the fire forego, 


For Shaarach, Meſhach, and Abednego, Chap. 3. 
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TO 4 
In vain the Tyrant did their Ruin threat, 
And ſev*n times o're his ſtubborn Furnace heat, 
Safe in the midſt o'th* flames the Brethren ſtood, 
And cool as Summer Breezes from the Wood. 
cee What pow'r of Nature can transform a flood 
| — Of Cryſtal Waters into Scarlet Blood? 
see Or make the Sea without its Motion ſtand 
— And in a moment turn to Solid Land? 
Yet thus in Ancient Days did Moſes ſhow 
The pow'r of God above by Miracles below. 
What ftrength of Art can quicken and reſtore 
A Man when dead to what he was before ? 
Infuſe new Life into his frozen Veins, 
And a new Soul to his forſaken Brains ? 
Yet this did our all- pow'rful Maſter do, 
Who rais'd from Death himſelf and others too. 
Can Nature ſay, awake ye Dead, ariſe, 
Shake off your Sleep, lift up your drowſie Eyes? 
Iwill again once more your Corps inſpire, 
Kindle your Breath with my enliv'ning fire, 
And give your Soul back to its Ancient Friend, 
Your Soul, which when I pleaſe I take or lend; 
No, {he with Modeſty withdraws her head, 
And Challenges no pow'r to raiſe the dead; 


But 
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But owns ſhe has a Lord whoſe awful Sway 
She muſt not, cannot, dares not diſobey, 
When he commands ſhe leaves her wonted way. | 
He makes the Water, Earth, and Air, and Fire, 
When he ſees fit, againſt themſelves conſpire. 
Makes Lyons, though by Nature fierce and wild, ge- 
Fearful and gentle as a new-born-Child, ” = 
He makes the tender Lambs ſecurely lleep, 
Whilit hungry Tygers do the Sheep-folds keep. 
Let him but ſpeak, and Nature ſtops her courſe, 
Abates her pace, and ſlackens all her force. 
At his command the Sun and Moon ſtand ſtill, , 
And give his Servants light their Foes to kill. Joſhua 
A word from him makes the Clouds ccale to rain, Vi 8 
Another Word makes them diſtil again. Kings 
Tho? Nature faith our Noons are always bright - 5 
Yet let him ſpeak S and there {hall be no light 5 our Sa- 
But Day it ſelf ſhall be transform'd to Night 2 

Thus does each Miracle in Letters plain EE 
And at a mighty diſtance to be ſeen, 
Show the great name of Nature's Sacred Lord 
By us with Love and Reverence ador'd. 
To him the Atheiſt muſt his Tribute give, 


From whom alone he borrows leave to live. 
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His being ſure he can no more deny WI 
Of which ſo many Wonders teſtifie. Shi 
The Miracles ſtand fix'd in Hiſtory, | 1 
Stamp'd by Traditional Authority, 5 

To which no Man of ſenſe will give the lie. 


But what he ſees, to believe nothing told, 


The Credit of the World is much too ſtrong 
To be beat down by any ſingle Tongue. 

The facts he therefore cannot well diſo wn, 
Unleſs he has reſolv'd to Credit none 


Or think no Truth but what his Eyes behold. 
If not the Facts, we take our ſtrength from thence IT. 
And thus we argue for our Conſequence. 1 


Tf Works are done which Nature's pow'r exceed, A; 


We in ſome higher ou r theſe wond'rous works A 


(muſt read, By 

Gifreof The Gifts of Prophecy as plainly ſhow T 

f 2 There muſt be one to whom thoſe Gifts we owe. T 

ae Man's knowledge 1s too ſhallow to foreſee A 

God. What ſhall to Morrow or the next day be, T 
Much more to tell a Thouſand years events | 

Which all depend on future accidents, N 

And lay thoſe things before us, bright and clear, B 

And juſt as if they were already here, 1 


Which 
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Which ſhall not come to paſs, till diſtant Age 
 ShiftsScenes,andbrings new proſpects on theStage. 
Let thus of old did Abraham foretel 8 
That his poor Off. ſpring ſhould in Ag yt dwell, *5: 3. 
And for the ſpace of many a tedious year | 
Ihe toilſome Yoak of cruel Pharaoh bear. 
Exactly did the ſad Event agree 
With what had been foretold in Prophecy. 
Thus was Fofiah's Birth and Reign of old, 4 
Some hundred years before they came foretold. 13. 2. 
And thus 1/a:4h told, as he foreſaw, we 
ce | That Cyrus to the Perſians ſhould give Law, 44 45. 
That by his Mighty Arm the Fews ſhould rife, 
d, | And, tho? then Slaves, ſubdue their Enemies. 
ks And, that the matter might be free from doubt 
By Name he mark'd this Glorious Monarch out. 
Thus all the Prophets did præſigniſie 
e. | The Bleſſed Jeſus his Nativity, 
And laid each Circumſtance fo nicely down, 
That by the Character the God was known. 
If all theſe Prophecies are not fulfilbd 
| We are content with ſhame to quit the Field, 
ar, But if they are, as juſtly we believe, 
The Atheiſt mult be damn'd beyond reprieve, 
ch For 
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For they who ſhut their Eyes, and will not ſee 

The pow'r of an all-knowing Deity ; Sucl 

Who looks with eaſe into futurity, 5 of: 
1 No Mercy muſt expect, or Pity pray WI 
6 When the Great God ſhall keep his Judgment-day. F 
a Man they confeſs is ot too ſhort a ſight ANC 
f To ſee things future, ſown in depth of Night. No 
| | Some nobler powꝰ'r they then of courſe muſt grant But 
| Which does no meaſure of fore-knowledge want. For 
q This pow'r is God ; whom raſhly they deny, We 
4 They know not upon what account, or why. So, 
4 But ſome perhaps will call for Inſtances Ant 
N Out of Prophane and Common Hiſtories; We 
5 Tho' without reaſon they this favour-ask, Th 
4 Yer I moſt willingly accept the Task. _ 
q And here the Ancient Oracles afford - N 
4 A Thouſand Prophecies which word for word | © 
4 Exactly were accompliſh'd and reveaPd Fre 
f So clearly that they mult not be conceal d. 1 
4 Some were indeed told in a doubtful way, v4 
1 But otliers clear as Sun- ſhine at Mid-Day, | 
| Such was that Prophecy which did declare An 
| Hero That Cyrus ſhould the Lyazans beat in War, ex l 


1 | Goch. Of 


5 L 15 J 
(Joch that which told it ſhould the Fortune be)) , | 
lot eres Navy to be beat at Sea, ; ey 1 
When all things promis'd the quite contrary. f 
Before the Bar then let the Atheiſt kneel, 3 
And take Conviction from his own appeal. 
No more Evaſions can he hope to find, | 
at But he muſt ſee, or muſt confeſs he's blind. 0 
at. For, as when Light won't enter through the Eyes, k 
We ſtrait conclude the Organs are amiſs, 
So, if our Atheiſt ſtil] will perſevere, 
And neither Truth nor ſolid Reaſon hear, 
We muſt conclude his Soul ſo full of fin, 
That ſhe can't let her proper object in. 
Once more Ple try if like a ſenſleſs Rock 
Fixt, and unmov'd he'll ſtand another ſhock, 
a le ply him but with one more Argument, 
From Univerſal Judgment and Conſent, 


| Univer- 
And if this fails to work upon his Soul, — con- 
It is becauſe his Faculties are foul. laſt 


Let us ſurvey the Univerſe around, 204 
And ſearch each Nook where Men are to be found, 
No Nation ſhall we meet in all our Tour 

That does not ſome Divinity adore. 
uch Of this Divinity, which all believe, 
Joo feu there are that do aright conceive. Yet 


160 


But no part ever yet profeſꝰd that there were none. Ih 
Sce then our Atheiſts all the World oppoſe, Th 


| Yet with one voice they all agree in this, Fo 
L God #, altho* they know not what he is. Fre 
| Some attribute a God-head to the Sun, W 
1 Others with equal Honours crown the Moon, An 
| Some to a Monkey with Devotion bow, | 
: Others religiouſly adore a Cow, Be. 
ls And by their mifplac'd Zeal ſhow they agree Or 
4 I'th' gewral Notion of a Deity. Per 
| i Great part oth World believes moreGods than one 90 
s 


1 And, like Drawcanfr, make all Men his Foes. As 
4 Sce with what Sawcy Pride he does pretend As 
0 is wiſer Fathers Notions to amend, Sue 
51 Huffs Platarch, Plato, Pliny, Seneca, Or, 
9 And bids ev'n Cicero himſelf give way, Th 
1 Tells all the World they follow a falle light, An 
i And he alone of all Mankind is right. Th 
q | Thus, like a Madman who when all alone Or, 
| Thinks himſelf King, and ev'ry Chair a Throne, An 
Drunk with Conceit and fooliſh Impudence 1 
| He prides himſelf in his abounding Senſe. Th 
i But ſoon this Pride would to the Ground be Its 
i - If hedallow himſelf a moment's thought. (brought pg, 
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For let him but conſider well within 
From whence this gen'ral Notion did begin, 
Who was its Author, from what hint it came, 
And our conceited Bully will grow tame. 
This Notion then was either firſt embrac'd 


Becauſe by Nature on our hearts impreſs'd, 


Or elſe becauſe a Nat'ral Tendency 
Perſwades us to believe a Deity, 

So that whenever any Man we hear 

The Being of an all-wiſe God aver, 

This Truth with as much eagerneſs we own, 
As ſoon as firſt diſcover'd and made known, 


As do the Eyes, whoſe Or gans are aright, 


Suck in the beams of the clear ſhining light. 
Or, Thirdly, we from Reaſon's Sacred Law 
This iaterence moſt evidently draw, 

And, with St. Paul, from things Created prove 


The Being of that God who fits above. 


Or, laſtly, this was from Tradition brought, 

And by our Fathers to their Children taught. 
If, in our ſearch, we ſhall by Nature find 

This Principle ingrafted on the mind, 

Its truth of Conſequence we mult allow, 


For Nature's Principles are always true, 
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Her ſteady light can never go aſtray, 
But leads us toone right and conſtant way. 


Or if the Soul is by its Nature bent, 


At the firſt ſight, to give its free aſſent 


To this aſſertion, that a God muſt be 
And has been always from Eternity, 


The {elf fame evidence will ſtill remain 


To make the matter beyond Queſtion plain. 
Man's Soul is fram'd by Nat'ral Appetite, 
In Truth and Reaſon's Dictates to delight. 


If then our Souls, unprejudic'd and free, 7 


Do of themſelves to this great Truth agree, 
With reaſon argue and confeſs we muſt 


Their Judgment's equal, and their Verdict's juſt. 
But if our Reaſon does this Truth evince, 


The Atheiſt never more muſt make prerence 


Eva to the loweſt pitch of common ſeriſe. 
Mens Company he mult of courſe forſake, 


And ſenſeleſs Brutes for his dear Comrades take, 


If from Tradition we this Truth receiv'd, 


Which all our wiſeſt Anceſtors believ'd, 


Into the ſame Diſpute again we fall 
About its riſe and firſt Original. 


> I TW” > rm mT 


"> & > O 7 


w 
"ESR. 


 % im *05 *Y 2 po *» mr 


. 19 J 

How came it firſt to him who did begin 
To broach it to the World, and let it in? 
Nothing but an all- pow'rful, ruling hand, 
Mens Hearts and Mouths can equally command. 
To Adam firſt God did himſelf unfold, 
He to his Children all his knowledge told. 
Thus Faith by Reaſon ſtrength' ned does obtain, | 
And through the World without reſiſtance reign, | 

See then a Cloud of Witneſſes appear! 
For the whole World bears Teſtimony here. 
See how all Nations in full Conſort crowd 
And with one voice cry out A God aloud, 
Before theſe let the Atheiſt ſhow his head, 
t. And hear his diſmal Accuſation read, 
His fatal Crime is of the deepeſt dye, 


8 = 


*T is Treaſon 'gainſt the higheſt Majeſty. 

His Lord and Maker he denies to own, 

And rudely kicks againſt his Soveraign's Throne, 
ke. Throughall the bonds of right and nature breaks, 

Nay, his own reaſon and himſelf forſakes. 

Puff d up with Pride and ſawcy Impudence, 

He denies things moſt evident to Senſe. 

And, as old Ze»o Motion did diſpute, 

And by his walking did himſelf confute, 
ow | - 2 80 
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So he, although he ev'ry where deſcries 
Things made, a Maker fooliſhly denies. 

The Accuſation read, the Tryal's done, 
His Guilt's as plain as is the Noon. day Sun. 
Theres not one Man in Court but's heard to cry 
The Trealon's clear, oh let the Traytor dye! 

To Sentence then we juſtly may proceed, 


And make the obſtinate Rebellious bleed. 


In Lakes of Brimſtone muſt our Atheiſt dwell, 
Plung'd to the bottom of the hotteſt Hell, 
Where no Day enters, where no Sun appears, 
And the ſad place with its bright preſence chears, 


There he to all Eternity muſt lye 


In pangs of Death, but yet muſt never die, 
Doom'd by thatPow?'r, whom he too late will know 
To never-ceaſing Pains and everlaſting woe. 
Nor will their guilt or puniſhment be leſs, 
Who Scepticks in the caſe themſelves profeſs, 


ply Who think the Caſe ſome ſcruples may admit, 
ted. 


And ſo ſuſpend their Faith and Thoughts of it. 
We have no medium left for doubting fools, 
No Caſtles in the Air for faithleſs Souls. 
Wing d with belief of a Divinity 

Our happy Souls ſhall to his Manſion fly : 


But 


ut 


L 21 ] 

But Disbelief, and Scepticiſm is ſo, 

Will Soul and Body into Ruine throw. 
Beſides in doubtful caſes we deride 

That Man who will not chuſe the ſureſt ſide, 

Prudence commands us with a cautious care 

Againſt the worſt can happen to prepare; 

And names thoſe Men alone diſcreet and wiſe, 

Who chuſe their Road where certain ſafety lyes. 
For once then, let the caſe for doubtful go, 

Whether there be a Deity or no, 

Till after Death the point muſt needs remain 

Unſolv*d, and Death alone can make it plain. 
A wiſe Man therefore would believe it here, 

That after Death he may no Danger fear, 

Our Faith is purchaſt at no mighty coſt, 

And we ſhall ſleep ſecurely if tis loſt. 

But if the {ad event ſhall prove a God, 

Then will the Disbeliever feel his rad, 
Why then will Mea their wiſdom thus betray, 

And by their folly caſt themſelves away? 

In things of leſſer moment and concern 

They can with caſe the ſafeſt way diſcern, 


But when th* Immortal Soul is made the Stake, 


With what contentednels the Fools miſtake? 
| If 
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If we on Roads of War and Danger go, 
And are not ſure but we may meet our Foe, 
_ Wiſely we arm againſt the worſt event, 


Leaſt made his Slaves we ſhould too late repeat ; 


This differs from our caſe in Terms and Name, 
But in reality is juſt the ſame. 

HBelief of God our Souls ſecurely arms, 

And makes them proof againſt all future harms. 
But if unarm'd we venture to appear, 

And find a God, *cwill coſt us very dear. 
Darkneſs and Horror, Pain and Miſery 

Will be our doom to all Eternity. 

Belief like Weapons we about us bear, 

To guard our ſelves from danger and from fear, 
Thus arm'd, we hope to find a God at laſt, 
After a life in peace and quiet paſt ; 

If we ſucceed, as there's no doubt we ſhall, 
We fave our Ruine and Eternal fall, 

Tf not, the worſt event that we can have 

Is to lye ſenſeleſs in the ſilent Grave. 


2 For the third fort, who by their lives dethrone 
2 is That God, whom they for faſhions ſake will own, 
_— "Theſe do more miſchicf in the World than thoſe 


. Who do with open force a God oppoſe. 
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Tis much the better, and the wiſer way _ ; 


— 
* 


To diſallow a God, than diſobey, 
Better to own no Lord, than this our Lord betray. 


— 


. 
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Some Men, with fatal prejudices blind, 


Seek for a Deity they cannot find; 
And this is ſome, though but a bad excuſe, 
And no way fit for Men of ſenſe to uſe. 
But they, who in their ſinful courſes live, 
And yet proteſt they do a God believe, 
Speak contradictions, and muſt either think 
That God will at their fin and lewdneſs wink, 
[amiſs 

(Which plainly ſhows their thoughts are much 
And that they had as good not own God is) 
Or elſe they only play the Hypocrite, 
And only ſay they do believe aright, 
But in their hearts they ſawcily defye 
The Pow'r and Juſtice of a Deity. 

Of all the three, then, our laſt Spark is worſt, 
And conſequently will be moſt accurſt, 
For him the flames of Hell, if it can be, Y 
Shall ſtill be rais'd to a more quick degree, 5 
As a reward for his Hypocrifie, | 
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Thus have the Atheiſts been diſtinctly try'd, 


* 


The firſt for raſhneſs, Impudence and Pride, 


For his abuſe of Nature's Sacred Laws, 

And holding off when Reaſon prov'd the Cauſe, 
The ſecond for his want of Wit to chuſe 

The ſafeſt way, the dangerous refuſe. 

The Third, for his prophane Hypocriſie, 

And boldly telling a Religious lye. 

The Tryal done, I have no more to ſay, 
Their next Appeal is on the Judgment-Day, 
When to their ſhame God will his pow'r exert, 
And in their ruine will himſelf aſſert. 


Glory be to God. 


